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DAU AN CUA KIEN TRUC
TRONG BOI CANH
PHIM THANH PHO TUONG LA

NGUYEN NGUYEN VU *

Tém tit: B6 phim “Thanh phé twong lai” (“Metropolis ) phdt hanh nam 1927 do Fritz Lang
dao dién la mét bé phim tién phong cho dong phim khoa hoc vién twong, da dé lai tac dong ldu dai
dén thé gii dién anh. Bé phim la mét bita tiéc thi gidc véi cac hiéu g dic biét. Thiét ké boi canh
ciia “Thanh phé twong lai” khéng chi thu hit khan gid vao thoi diém phdt hanh ma con d@é lai di
san lau dai voi twong lai cua dién anh, anh huong dén nhiéu thé hé lam phim va dat ra chudn muc
cho nghé thudt ké chuyén bang hinh dnh trong dién anh.

T khoa: Thanh phé twong lai, Fritz Lang, phong cach Art Deco, kién trac trong phim, chii
nghia biéu hién Dtic

Abstract: “Metropolis”, directed by Fritz Lang and released in 1927, is a pioneering science
fiction film that has left an enduring impact on the world of cinema. The special effects and set
design in "Metropolis" not only captivated audiences at the time of its release but also left a lasting
legacy on the future of cinema, influencing generations of filmmakers and setting the bar for visual
storytelling in cinema.

Keywords: Metropolis, Fritz Lang, Art Deco, architecture in film, German Expressionism

Méi lién hé gitra dién anh va kién tric da
ton tai subt chiéu dai cia lich sir dién
anh. Co thé kién trac trong dién anh chi 1a su
mo phong, sy vay muon hay tham chi 1a sy thé
hién quan diém cta nha lam phim déi véi mot
thanh phd. Trong nhiéu truong hop, nguoi lam
phim dung béi canh (trong d6 co kién trac) dé
mo ta sy phan khang, ndi kinh hoang hay so
hai ctia ho (va con ngudi ndi chung) vé mot thé
gidi dang thay d6i. Cé nhiing tién bo khoa hoc
va k¥ thuat, ngoai mat tich cuc thi dang bi coi la
hy sinh chat lugng cudc sdng ctia chiing ta mot
cach khong can thiét. Ra doi tirndam 1927, nhung
b6 phim Thanh phé twong lai (Metropolis) cua
Fritz Lang da st dung bdi canh kién trac (qua
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cac biéu tuong mang tinh 4n du) song song vi
cot truyén dé mang dén nhirng gbc nhin doc dao
ve€ tuong lai cua nén van minh nhan loai.

Giéi thiéu

Bo phim Thanh phé twong lai 1ay bdi canh
tuong lai den t6i, mo ta mot thé gidi bi chia r&
sdu sic, noi nguoi gidu tan hudng cude séng va
diéu hanh thanh phd tir trén cao trong nhiing toa
nha choc tro1 sang trong, trong khi cong nhan
lam viéc quén quat dudi long dat, phuc vu cho
nhitng ¢ may khong 16 cung cap ning luong
cho thanh phé. Bo phim xoay quanh ba nhan
vat gdm John Fredersen, ong chu cta thanh phd,
Freder, cdu con trai biéng nhac chi biét huong



thu cta o6ng ta, va Maria, mot ¢0 gai thudc tﬁng
16p lao dong, khi ho tim cach vuot qua khoang
cach dé con nguoi trong thanh phd xich lai gan
nhau hon.

B phim ¢6 nhiéu hiéu g dic biét va thiét
ké bdi canh phuc tap, tr mdt nha tho Gothic
khong 16 dén canh quan thanh phé twong lai.
So v6i ngoai doi thyc, kién trac phim khong
c6 bat ky gioi han ndo ngoai tri tudng tuong
ctia nha thiét ké. Cac hiéu ung dic biét rat tién
tién (6 thoi diém d0) va tam nhin twong lai cta
bd phim da tré thanh biéu twong. Véi khoang
25.000 dién vién quan ching, bbi canh do so va
cac canh chua ting thay trudc ddy trong mot bd
phim dién anh, bo phim Thanh pho”' twong lai
cling déng thoi tré thanh tiéu chuan vé thé loai
khoa hoc vién tudng trong dién anh.

Trong mot cudc phong van, Fritz Lang da
no6i rang bd phim Thanh phé twong lai ra doi
tir khoanh khic ong thiy nhiing toa nha choc
tro1 & New York vao thang 10 nam 1924: “T61
nhin xuéng duong phd — nhitng 4nh dén ruc r&
va nhitng tda nha choc troi khong 16 — va ¢ dé
t6i da tao ra Thanh phé twong lai. Céc toa nha
trong giébng nhu mot canh budm thang dimg,
1ap lanh va rat nhe, mot phong nén sang trong,
lo ling trén bau troi toi dé 1am 16a mét, gdy mat
tap trung va thoi mién”®,

Bo phan thiét ké my thuat ciia bo phim
Thanh phé twong lai bao gdm hoa si thiét
ké Otto Hunte, Karl Vollbrecht, nguoi dugc
cong nhan 1a “kién trac su cho phim”, va Erich
Kettelhut. Pao dién Fritz Lang va hoa si thiét
ké Hunte d3 nho dén sy giup d& cta nha quay
phim Eugen Schiifftan, nguoi da nghi ra phuong
phap quay qua guong. Chinh thir nghiém téo bao
nay, dat canh céac toa nha “cua tuong lai” va cac
phuong phép lam phim méi, d gop phan gitp
hoa si thiét ké c6 tac dong lau dai dén kién trac
ngoai doi thuc. Nhitng ban phac thao do Erich
Kettelhut v& c6 18 14 bang chimg tot nhat vé kién

(1). re-thinkingthefuture.com
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Phéc thao bdi canh phim Thanh phé twong lai cua Erich Kettelhut
triic hung vi cua bd phim. Pugc coi la mdt trong
nhitng nghé si quan trong nht trong lich sir dién
anh Puc thoi ky dau, Erich Kettelhut 1a mot hoa
s thiét ké va nha trang tri bbi canh ngudi Puc
bac thay. Ong da hop tac voi Otto Hunte va Karl
Vollbrecht dé thoi hon vao nhitng bo phim cia
Lang nhu Dr. Mabuse — Tay co bac (Dr Mabuse
- the Gambler, 1922) va Chién binh Nibelung
(Nibelung, 1924). Khi Fritz Lang d6i mat voi
thir thach quay bd phim Thdnh phé twong lai,
6ng van gitr vimg niém tin véi doi ngii cii cua
minh va voi Hunte 1 ngudi din dau, Vollbrecht
va Kettelhut cting hop sirc thiét ké khong gian
thanh phd. Kettelhut dugc ghi nhan 13 nguoi chi
dao ngh¢ thuat trong phim nhung 6ng cting dam
nhan mot sd vai trd khong duoc ghi nhan nhu
tham gia vao qua trinh tao nén cac hi€u ung dac
biét, hiéu tng hinh anh, va ¢ van k¥ thut.
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Kién triic trong bdi cianh phim

Su xuét hién cua kién trac trong phim la
diéu ching ta ludn nhin thay, tuy nhién, c6 su
khac biét gitra “kién tric trong phim” véi “kién
trac trong lam phim”. Kién triic trong phim c6
thé hiéu don gian d6 1a bo phim vé kién triic
v6i chii dé chinh 13 noi vé nganh kién trac/cac
kién trac su (vi du nhu bo phim Nguoi theo chii
nghia tho bao - The Brutalist, Brady Corbet,
2024 ké vé cha dé cua phong cach kién tric
thd manh). Nguoc lai, kién tric trong lam phim
chinh la mot ph'?m cta bdi canh, 1a viéc nguoi
lam phim “thiét k&” mot thé gidi, mot khong
gian hay pham vi hanh dong ctia nhan vat. Ciing
c¢6 nghia kién truc ¢ day phuc vu cho cét truyén
cua bd phim.

Gido su nganh kién trtic cua dai hoc Brown
- Dietrich Neumann, trong cudn sach Kién triic
trong phim: Thiét ké béi canh tir “Thanh phd

Canh nhan vét Freder bj “déng dinh” trén chiéc ddng hd trong phim
Thanh phé tiwong lai

twong lai” dén “Tgi pham nhdn ban” (Film
architecture: Set designs from “Metropolis”
to “Blade Runner”) cho riang kién tric c6 ba
vai tro chinh trong phim. D6 1a sy phan anh
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cac dién bién duong dai, 1a sy thir nghiém cho
nhitng tam nhin sang tao, hodc don gian chi 1a
cach tiép can khac ddi véi kién trac (hoac nghé
thuat). Theo Neumann, mot bdi canh tbt phai
“biét ké chuyén”. Cho du 1a theo truong phai
hién thuc, biéu hién, hién dai hay lich si, bdi
canh phai co vai tro ctia né. Béi canh phai thé
hién nhan vat truéc khi anh ta xuat hién, phai
chi ra vi tri xa hdi, s& thich, thoi quen, 16i séng,
tinh cach cua anh ta®®.

O thoi diém nam 1927, thiét ké bdi canh cua
bo phim Thanh phé twong lai thuc sy 1a mot
cudc cach mang. D6 1a mot thanh phé voinhiing
tda nha choc trdi bang da sang bong cao vit, 14n
at nhirng con nguoi nhd bé. Puong chan troi
duogc cit ngang boi nhitng cdy cau goc canh ma
trén d6 1a dong xe chuyén dong lién tuc khong
bao gio két thuc trong khi nhitng chiéc may bay
hai tang bay vii v trén cao. Di kém voi tat ca
nhing didu d6 1a mot chut phong cach Gothic
vo1 nha tho va noi ¢ cua nha khoa hoc, ca hai
dia diém nay déu da bi lang quén theo nim
thang. Tiép theo d6 1a nhitng ¢ may vdi nhiing
canh tay khong 19, cac dng dong chay khip noi
cung nhitng ludng hoi nudc. 6 13 hinh anh vé
twong lai dwa trén nhitng gi c6 thé dat dugc vé
mat ky thuat vao thap ky 20 cia thé ky trudc.
Moi thir déu c¢6 chtrc ning hitu ich cling nhu strc
hap din vé mit thim my. Noi thét ciing két hop
phong cach hién dai vdi céc yéu to nghé thuat
trang tri, nhu chiéc dong ho c6 hai loai gio riéng
biét - gio cho nhan vién binh thudng, va gio cho
thanh phan cao cip hon.

Céc nha 1am phim da tao ra hai thé gisi ddi
lap, bao gém mot thé gidi hién dai dén khong
tuong (toa nha choc troi) va mot thé gidi ngam
bi kim nén. Sy phan do6i cua cot truyén phim
lam ndi bat su khac biét gilta ngay va dém, trén
va duoi, den va tréng, nhanh va cham, va tat
ca nhitng diéu nay déu tuan theo ma hoa kién
trac®. BO phim Thanh phd twong lai d3 minh

(2). Robert Mallet Stevens (1929), tr. 56
(3). Manasseh, Cyrus (2000), tr. 23



Vin phong cua Joh Fredersen mang anh huong cua phong cach Art
Deco trong Thanh phé twong lai

Thap Babel qua ban vé ctia Erich Kettelhut
hoa nhiéu van dé duong dai c6 lién quan dén xa
hoi thoi béy gi0, vi du nhu kiém soat va phan
tach vé kinh té, xa hoi, thé hé va cong nghé®.
Su d6i 1ap bdi canh trong bd phim Thanh phé
twong lai thé hién 16 nét & hai bdi canh chinh:
vin phong cua John Fredersen va nha tho. Sy dbi
1ap nay da thé hién diéu ma cac nha phén tich noi
vé bdi canh phim, d6 13 minh hoa dugc nhiing
van dé duong dai. Tir “thap Babel méi”, nhan
vat John Fredersen nhin ra thanh ph6 Metropolis.
Pay ciing 14 noi ong ta cai tri ca hai thé giéi. Boi
canh van phong nay rit dd so véi trin nha cao
gip d6i binh thuong va nhitng canh cira qua kho,
ndng né. Mot chiée ban 1am viée hinh ban nguyét
16n duoc dat gan nhu & chinh giita phong cling
v6i chiée ghé vin phong c6 banh xe (chi tiét hién

(4). Gillmer (2015), tr. 17
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dai & thoi diém d6). Cung véi do 1a mét loat dao
cu “dén tir twong lai” nhu cic bang diéu khién,
déng ho, may dién bdo, v.v...

Bdi canh “thap Babel mé&i” 1a mot an du
vé sy chia &, duoc dya trén sy tich trong Kinh
thanh. Viéc xay dung thdp Babel 12 mdt cau
chuyén ngu ngdn vé su kiéu ngao ctia con ngudi
v6i tham vong ding cing dang cip va duoc so
sanh voi Chua. Do do, Chia tao ra hinh phat

Nha tho dudi long dat trong phim Thanh phé twong lai

la sy khac bi¢t trong ngdn ngilr ciia con nguoi,
khién con ngudi khong thé giao tiép v6i nhau,
va viéc xay dung toa thap bi bo do®. Trong
cudc ndi chuyén dau tién voi nhitng nguoi lao
dong, nhan vat Maria st dung cau chuyén vé
thap Babel dé lam ndi bat sy bt hoa giita nhimng
nguoi tri thirc va nhiing nguoi lao dong. Ngoai
ra, toa thap trong phim cling dugc mo phong
theo burc tranh ndm 1563 cua Breughel.

O phia d6i dién 13 bdi canh nha thd, né nam
& tan cing cua cac him mo hon hai nghin nim
tudi, nam dudi thanh phé cua tﬁng 16p lao dong,
noi ma nhan vat Maria rao giang vé hy vong
mot ngay nao d6 s& thong nhat hai thé gidi. Mic
du khong dé cap dén Chua, nhung ba cdy thanh
gia 16n phia sau nhan vat tugng trung cho dic
tin cua Co dbc gido, vi chung giéng véi ba cay

(5). Shira Wolfe (5/2025)
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Thiét ké mang phong cach Art Deco trong Thanh phé twong lai
thanh gia trén ngon d6i Golgotha bén ngoai
Jerusalem, noi Chua Jesus bi dong dinh cau rut.
Nhitng ngon nén thip sang ciing twong trung
cho Chua. Pao dién Fritz Lang di st dung tat
ca nhiing biéu tuong an du nay dé khién nguoi
xem cam thdy bd phim gin két hon véi doi
song. Dudi con mat cac nha nghién ctu, bdi
canh nay dugc mo ta nhu sau:

“Bén dudi ‘Thanh phé cta nhitng ngudi lao
dong’ 1a cac hAm mo, 1a nhimg dudong ham thod
so dan vao mot can phong sau bén dudi, noi
¢6 nhimg birc tudng chita cac bd xwong va dau
lau, chang 14 nhimg tram tich ctia nhiéu thé ky
truge. Tai ddy, Maria rao giang vé cai chét va
su ctru r0i, su binh tinh va long tan tuy. Day la
noi hy vong duoc goi tén, nhung cling vi day la
diém xa nhat trong tit c4, nén ddy 1a cin phong
cua sy tuyét vong, l1a su két thuc cling nhu sy
khai dau cua nén van minh... Can phong dugc
chiéu sang boi ngudn sang duy nhét: nhiing
ngon nén. Du chi ¢6 vay, khong khi ciing du tao
ra su Am 4p va cam giac hy vong”©.

Hinh hai bdi canh thanh phd trong bo phim
Thanh phé twong lai ciing chiu anh hudng
manh mé cua phong trao Art Deco. Pay la
mot phong cach ngh¢ thuat thi giac xuét hién
lan dau tién ¢ Phap vao nhitng nam 1910 va
phat trién manh mé & Hoa Ky va chau Au
trong nhitng nam 1920 dén dau nhing nim

(6). Jacobsen Wolfgang & Werner Sudendorf (2000), tr. 72
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Kién triic mang phong cach Gothic trong Thanh phé twong lai

1930. Chiu anh hudng tur cac phong trao ngh¢
thuat nhu Chu nghia 1ap thé, Chu nghia kién
tao, Chu nghia chirc nang, Chu nghia hién dai
va Chu nghia tuong lai, tham chi ca ngh¢ thuat
tién hién dai trén khip thé gisi, Art Deco co
dic trung 1a sir dung mau sic song dong, hinh
khéi hinh hoc tao bao, d6 trang tri xa hoa va cac
vat liéu moi nhu nhom, thép khong gi, crom...
Phong trao nay dugc coi nhu da khai sinh ra
cac nganh cong nghiép va thiét ké d6 hoa hién
dai va n6 van tiép tuc truyén cam hung cho cac
nha thiét ké ngay nay?. Tuy nhién, né ciing két
hop céc yéu td tir cac truyén théng khac. Giao
su Ingeborg Hoesterey tai dai hoc Indiana da
mo ta kién tric dic trung trong Metropolis 1a
chiét trung, va ba cho rang cac dia diém ciia nd
dai dién cho ca “chu nghia hién dai cht trong
chtrc nang (va) nghé thuat trang tri” trong khi
cling c6 “khong gian c¢d kinh ctia nha khoa hoc
v6i phong thi nghiém 4n twong, ham mo va
nha tho Gothic”®,

Ngoai viéc xay dung bdi canh, cac ky thuat
dac biét cling dong vai tro 16n trong viéc tao ra
hiéu tng thi giac cho bo phim. Chuyén gia hiéu
ung, Eugen Schiifftan (1893 - 1977) 1a nguoi
da tao ra nhiing hi¢u ung hinh anh tién phong
cho Thanh phé tiwong lai. Trong sd cac hiéu ting
dugc sur dung c6 cac mo hinh thu nho cua thanh
phd, mot chiéc may quay dat trén xich du, va

(7). Wikipedia
(8). Ingeborg Hoesterey (2001), tr. 18
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Birc nh thoi trang ctia tap chi Vogue va poster phim Thanh phé béng t6i, déu chiu anh huéng cua Thanh phé twong lai

dang chu ¥ nhét 1a quy trinh dugc goi 13 quy
trinh Schiifftan, trong d6 guong dugc sir dung
dé tao ra 4o giac rang cac dién vién dang “ap
d4o” cac bdi canh thu nho. Khan gia s¢€ lai duoc
chiém ngudng k¥ thuat hai ndm sau do trong bo
phim Téng tién (Blackmail, 1929) cta dao dién
Alfred Hitchcock.

Két luin

Séap tron mot thé ky da troi qua ké tir khi bo
phim Thanh phé twong lai duoc phat hanh. N6
da thu hat moi ting 16p khan gia va van 1a tac
pham kinh dién tuyét d6i xtmg dang dugc xem
lai nhiéu 1an. Khong chi str dung céac yéu t6 kién
trac cho phim, Thanh phé twong lai con duge
danh gia co tac dong nguoc lai téi kién truc
thong qua cac sang tao mdi. Vi¢c sir dung ngh¢
thuat trang tri kién trac trong Thanh phé twong

lai da c6 anh hudng rat 16n, tham chi duoc cho
1a da gop phan vao su pho bién cta phong cach
xdy dung bbi canh kiéu “siéu thuc” & chau Au
va chau My sau nay.

Trong su6t nhiéu thap ky, b phim di truyén
cam himg cho nhiéu tic phdm/san phim vin
hoa. Nhiéu nghé si va nhan vién truyén thong,
kién trc su... da chiu anh huéng boi an tugng
thi giac tir Thanh phé twong lai. Nam 2010,
Karl Lagerfeld da chup mot loat anh thoi trang
cho tap chi Vogue 1y cam himg tir con ro-bot
trong bo phim. Ban nhac Queen st dung canh
quay tir bd phim Thanh phé twong lai cho video
ca nhac Radio Ga Ga cua hg. Trong dién anh,
nhiéu bo phim, dac biét 1a cac phim c6 canh do
thi “gia tudng”, nhu Toi pham nhan ban (Blade
Runner, 1982) hay Thanh phé béng téi (Dark
City, 1998) déu liy cam hing tir tam nhin tuong
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lai theo phong cach Thanh phé twong lai, voi  thanh phd noi tiéng cta bd phim Thanh phé

nhitng toa nha cao ting phu bong xudng thanh  firong lai, ké ca sy phan chia theo tinh chat ctia

phé tao nén canh quan u 4m ©. cac khu vuc dan cu, va tdi tan bay gio, by phim
Nhiéu tiac pham nghé thuit ciing ldy cam nay van con giit vai trd cau ndi truyén théng

himg tir cic cong trinh kién tric va canh quan  gitra qua kht, hién tai ciing tuong lai.

(9). Gillmer, Jack B (20150, tr. 62

* Thac si, Giang vién Khoa Thiét ké My thudt, Truong Dai hoc San khéu - Pién danh
Ha Noi.
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